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Sparkles of Joy
By Kim Forester

“They didn’t tell us that at the 
beginning:  The moment 
you let love into your heart, 
your heart starts breaking.  
The only way to stop your 
heart from breaking is to stop 
your heart from loving.  You 
always get to choose:  either a 
hard heart or a broken heart.”

		  – Ann Voskamp

On our second anniversary my husband and I found out we were 

pregnant with our first child. We’re both rule followers and took 

pride in the mathematical tidiness of life: do good things and you’ll 

get good results. We met in college, we got great jobs, we got 

married, we started a family. And then came Evelyn.

How do you explain the overwhelming mixture of love, joy, fear and 

disappointment that comes with the birth of child who is different?  

How do you stand up, walk forward, even look in the mirror when 

you know each day only brings uncertainty? For the first few years 

of Evelyn’s life we didn’t know, day to day, if we’d experience a 

sweet smile during music group or a ride in an ambulance for 

seizures that were out of control.  

With Aicardi Syndrome, and how it has affected Evelyn, we’ve 

dealt with seizures, a feeding tube, a trach, and lots of equipment, 

intervention, etc. For a long while, we felt that just as we cleared a 

hurdle and caught our breath, another challenge would arise. What 

helped us survive that time - what we WERE certain of, after the fog 

began to clear, were the following:

1. 	 God is and will always be the center of our family, not Evelyn.

2. 	 We are a team, we are individuals, and we will choose to work 

hard and laugh.  Always.

3. 	 Evelyn is a person first, and her diagnosis (Aicardi Syndrome) 

is only one small piece of who she is. (A very time consuming 

piece, but still.)

4. 	 Attitude (and its saucy cousin: Perspective) may not change your 

reality, but it will change how you FEEL about it – and that can 

make ALL the difference in the world.

As she has grown, we have come to love our beautiful girl more 

every day. She is simply amazing, and all who know her would 
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From the 
Editor…
by Lucy Cusick

Luckily, software challenges didn’t affect camp (much!) and we 

are knee-deep into summer fun, as I write this. All together Camp 

TEAM, Camp Hollywood, and Camp Infinity will serve over 400 

campers this summer – in August, we’ll head out to Camp Twin 

Lakes for Family Camp. 

We have a record number of new parents who have called and 

emailed – 250 since January 1! Many were interested in camp, 

many came from our growing relationship with Children’s 

Healthcare of Atlanta, many need equipment that insurance and 

Medicaid won’t cover.  

We continue to work hard to continue to offer all of these 

programs to our children and their families.  We are grateful to our 

donors, volunteers, and families!  Comfort, Hope, Fun, Equip for 

Every Day Life!
at www.focus-ga.org

DONATE

Somehow we blinked 
and it’s summer!  
Have you missed the 
newsletter?  We hope 
so!  We have new 
software and needed 
extra time to conquer it.

Lucy when learning a new database
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15 Minutes 
at a Time
by Mark Wallace Maguire
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Most people don’t know what to say when they discover you have a 

special needs child, and the fact is, I don’t talk to most people about 

it. (As odd as it is, as this is open for anyone to read, I still don’t talk to 

most people about it).

But, in the wake of Andrew’s 

birth, I really, adamantly didn’t 

talk to anyone outside of my 

wife those first few months. 

Too much confusion in me. 

Too much rage. Too much of a 

chance for the short fuse in me 

to be lit. And I didn’t want that, 

and I knew that they wouldn’t 

want it either.

I caught a few of the clichéd 

sayings but tried to ignore 

them. Would do almost 

anything I could not to strike 

out. Buried my feelings in 

myself. 

Then there was my Uncle Mike. 

He invited me to dinner. I gave 

Uncle Mike the exception. 

Within a five year period, 

Uncle Mike had lost one son to 

drowning in a bizarre boating 

accident and another to 

suicide. He was single, divorced 

and alone in this world. He 

had seen the dark side of life 

– seen? He had experienced 

it – and was still living through 

it. He had the fortitude to 

push forward with amazing 

resilience.

We sat at a corner booth in 

an Applebee’s, of all places, 

to discuss the struggles and 

emptiness of life. Mike gave me 

a few pieces of advice then. 

One, he said, was when people 

give you the empty platitudes, 

just to smile and nod and walk 

away. Secondly, he said, some 

people say, “One day at a time.” 

That’s good, but he said on a 

bad day, he would go:

“15 minutes at a time.” 

It is a mantra and practice I 

have adopted on dark days. 

Just try to get through the next 

15 minutes, then the next 15 

minutes. Maybe eventually the 

next hour. You think about the 

future and you can be beyond 

overwhelmed. You think about 

the present and you can feel 

the same way. Just 15 minutes 

at a time. You will make it. 

Then, maybe, when you’re 

ready, one day at a time. But 

start small. 

Mark Wallace Maguire is the 

author of a book “Confessions 

of A Special Needs Dad:  

Honesty and Hope for the 

Journey.”  His son Andrew is 

11-years-old and was born with 

Cri du Chat, a partial deletion 

of the fifth chromosome and a 

hypo plastic corpus collosum.  

The book offers hope, healing, 

and, most of all, honesty, as 

well as an important reminder 

that you are not alone. The 

book is available on Amazon in 

print and on Kindle. 
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However, using her 

communication device was 

laborious for her. She used a 

switch situated to the left side 

of her head mounted to her 

head array on her wheelchair 

to scan through the choices on 

her communication device. At 

first there were only 8 choices 

on the main screen, but to 

make her way through all 8 

choices and get to the last one 

Camp Jabberjaw:
Teaching vs. Talking

without getting distracted by 

someone walking in the door, 

a phone ringing, her sister 

calling or the dog barking was 

nearly impossible.  Thus, she 

had to wait through the same 8 

choices again. The frustration 

on her face and mine was 

inevitable and the tears were 

numerous (mine, not hers).  

This communication thing was 

NOT working.  

“You have to LEARN TO TALK 

before you can TALK TO LEARN.”

       – Gail Van Tatenhove, SLP

Two years later, everyone else 

(not me) was ready to throw 

in the towel. Obviously, my 

daughter, for some reason, 

was incapable of using this 

communication device. But 

I wasn’t ready to quit on her 

yet. I heard about a camp at 

Mississippi State University 

called Camp Jabberjaw 

that was designed for 

communication device users. 

By Christine Kramlich

“What color is this?”  “What shape is this?”  

“What body part is this?”  “How old are you?”

Can’t you just see the eye rolling from the person being peppered 

with these questions?  Being a teacher for 14 years, I had a very 

hard time taking myself out of this role, even when I came home at 

the end of a long day. So, when my daughter, Kyleigh, got her first 

communication device (Springboard Lite) at the age of 3, I set out 

to prove to the world the genius of my child. This meant that she 

had to be prepared to answer all of these questions and many more. 

The entire family is invited to 

attend. While the campers are 

working hard learning their 

devices AND having fun, the 

siblings are attending activities 

with campers their age and the 

parents are attending classes 

where they can learn about 

their child’s device and how to 

use it. 

While we were there, we met 

a guy named Bac. Kyleigh 

thought he was hilarious and 

Bac thought he was pretty 

funny, too, so they made a 

great match!  Bac would tell 

jokes on his communication 

device (Vantage Lite) 

and Kyleigh would laugh 

uproariously. Bac taught 

Kyleigh that if you say “do” 

on your device and then “do” 

Bac and Kyleigh



5July 2018

again, you can make your 

device say “do-do.”  Well, 

when you’re 5 years old, this is 

comedy gold! Then, Bac taught 

Kyleigh that she didn’t have to 

go stand in the long line for 

food if she could tell her mom 

what she wanted on her device. 

And moreover, if she stayed at 

the table with Bac while mom 

waited in line, she could learn 

more things about her device 

like how to tell her own jokes 

and how to sass her mom by 

saying things like “make me.”   

Fast forward two years and 

Kyleigh (age 7) was using 

her communication device 

(Vanguard) semi-effectively, 

at least well enough to 

communicate her wants, her 

needs and her thoughts. I 

called it “yoda-speak” but she 

got her point across. She would 

say short phrases like “go 

outside” or “foot hurt” or “want 

go.”  She could add things to 

our grocery list and participate 

in some basic school activities, 

and she certainly could use her 

more refined sense of humor. 

She could write a “sentence” 

if forced to, but it didn’t come 

natural for her.  

Middle school came and, with 

it, the technological advances 

of eye gaze (Accent 1000 with 

NuEye). Switches for accessing 

her device became a thing 

of the past. With this, Kyleigh 

became much quicker with 

her device and ultimately a 

more effective communicator. 

She started presenting at 

conferences, texting friends 

and her personality really 

shined! Now that she had 

learned the power of true 

communication, she didn’t 

mind doing her school work 

on her device, including some 

amazing artwork, power point 

presentations and much more!

Which brings us back to Camp 

Jabberjaw where things came 

full circle this year. Kyleigh 

asked to go back to camp, 

not as a camper, but as a 

counselor. She wanted to do 

for someone else what Bac 

had done for her. Luckily, the 

directors remembered Kyleigh 

fondly and said they would 

love to have her back. She had 

the opportunity to impact the 

lives of many young people 

going to camp for their first or 

second time….campers who 

are just beginning their own 

communication journey.  

I feel so blessed to be Kyleigh’s 

mom.  She has such a heart for 

others and genuinely wants to 

see people do well. I am sure 

that one day, Kyleigh will be 

part of someone else’s story 

and I can’t wait to hear it. This 

isn’t the end of Kyleigh’s story 

either and I’m sure it’s only the 

beginning of many more stories 

that have yet to be written.  

agree. Evelyn is almost 11 and in the fourth grade; she has friends 

and a huge loving extended family; she loves the beach and 

being outdoors; and she’s very patient and kind with her three (3! 

Tres! Trois!) little brothers.  She’s also widely known as a fashion 

trendsetter and won’t be caught without at least one sparkly 

accessory.

But, this isn’t a ‘happily ever after’ story.  This is a ‘sometimes I cry 

in the car’ and ‘sometimes a friend’s child passes away’ and ‘every 

cold is scary’ and ‘what if her brothers feel overshadowed’ and 

‘what if she feels left out’ kind of story.  Because as beautiful as 

it can be, love isn’t tidy. It isn’t organized. But I’ll take all the fear, 

the worry, the difficulty of Evelyn’s reality, over and over again 

- because one moment of joy sparkling in her eyes makes it all 

worthwhile.  

And there have been thousands of sparkles of joy.

FROM THE COVER 
Sparkles of Joy

August 10 – 12
Under the Stars Family Camp (full)
 
August 25
SummerFest Fund Raiser at Monday Night Brewing
 
September 15
FOCUS on Moms
 
September 23
Aquarium Day
(Registration goes out by email in late July)
 
October 5 – 7
Under the Stars 2 Family Camp
 
October 13
Blue Ridge 250 Motorcycle Ride

Coming Up…
... at FOCUS + Fragile Kids
Stay up-to-date by liking us 
on Facebook!

“A broken heart is really an abundant heart — all those many 

beautiful pieces only evidence of an abundant life.” 

					     – Ann Voskamp
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MIKAYLA
We are so grateful to 

organizations like FOCUS-

Fragile Kids for seeing the value 

in differently abled children like 

Mikayla.  Every single person 

that meets this sweet girl is 

forever changed for the better.

Support from FOCUS-Fragile 

Kids helps those who love 

Mikayla to give her the best 

possible quality of life.  The 

generous support from your 

donors recently supplied 

Mikayla with a new super cool, 

fire engine red Convaid stroller 

that allows her to go places, 

see things and participate in 

activities that previously were 

not possible when using a 

heavy motorized wheelchair.

I would like for you all to know 

that sweet little Ms. Mikayla is 

more than what you see. She 

is intelligent, clever and has 

a crazy/funny/goofy sense 

of humor. Just because she 

cannot talk, does not mean that 

she cannot understand every 

word you say. Just because 

you cannot understand her 

does not mean she cannot 

communicate. Just because 

she cannot walk, does not 

mean she’s not going places. 

This little girl is a powerhouse 

... a force to be reckoned with!  

She will never lay down, give 

up or settle for being labeled 

as disabled or discounted as a 

second-class citizen. She will 

not sit idly by and be ignored. 

Never underestimate the power 

of this strong willed child. Tell 

her she cannot do something 

and she will. Tell her she is 

forbidden to do something 

and she will. Tell her she is not 

capable of doing something...

NOT A CHANCE!

Mikayla has the ability to thrive, 

and the right to an inclusive/

mainstream, academically- 

challenging educational setting 

and the very best life possible. 

Donors to your organization 

make these things possible.

Thanks so much from Mikayla’s 

very grateful Gigi!

JOSEPH
From the extremely grateful 

family of Joseph:  Your 

generous support, of helping 

provide a van ramp system to 

our family, means more than 

we could ever say. Behind 

these smiling faces are family 

members who work tirelessly 

together as a team on a daily 

basis with an awe-inspiring 

love for Joseph. These sweet 

boys give countless hours of 

care, hard work, and love to 

ensure Joseph has the fullest 

life possible, and this is not an 

easy task. However, you have 

made the task much easier! 

You made Joseph’s life better! 

You made our lives better! You 

are truly heroes in our eyes! 

Equip for Every Day Life
For many of our kiddos, equipment is the key 

to an easier life – easier, not easy! 

The right equipment can help a person be independent, 

more functional, and more mobile.  The Fragile Kids 

Foundation has awarded grants to medically fragile 

children for over 25 years – now, merged with FOCUS, 

we continue this wonderful program:  healthcare 

grants; lending library grants; and beach wheelchair 

loans.  The most common grants are for folding, 

medical strollers; specialized seating systems; funds 

towards a wheelchair van lift (parents must have the van 

or be able to qualify to finance a van); and various kinds 

of home lifts.

There is an application process!  Go to our website at 

www.focus-ga.org for the details and the guidelines.

Here are just a few of the notes of thanks we have 

received from families about equipment.

Mikayla with her 
Convaid stroller Joseph and his family
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Annie Garrett, Program Director, left FOCUS + Fragile Kids in 

mid-May for a new opportunity with the Jewish Federation of 

Atlanta. We wish her the best of luck and know that we will see 

her occasionally at various FOCUS + Fragile Kids activities.

Elizabeth Hewell, Program Coordinator, left in mid June and will 

be missed by many parents. She insists that she is just trading in 

her ‘red’ shirt (staff) for a ‘gray’ shirt (volunteer) and promised to 

stay in touch. We will hold her to that!

Joining FOCUS + Fragile Kids is Keena McCurn, mother of Kendall 

and long-time FOCUS mom. From Keena:  I am so excited to be 

on board with FOCUS + Fragile Kids! I love to serve in the Special 

Needs and Deaf/Blind communities by advocating, speaking, 

training and being a resource to other families.  For six years our 

family was blessed with a special needs child, Kendall, before she 

passed away last June.  I believe it is important to continue to be 

a resource for other special needs families and look forward to 

helping FOCUS + Fragile Kids carry out their mission.  

Sad Good-Byes, Happy Hellos Looking Back at  
For the Love of Children

Family Fun Ride Trail Ride
Thanks to Sam Shaw, Ben Cheatwood, and 
all the riders and donors – what a great day 

to benefit FOCUS + Fragile Kids!

Thanks to our honorees, sponsors, and donors, For 
the Love of Children was our most successful ever! 

Emcees Tom Sullivan (L)
 & Russ Spencer (R)

Honoree Jim Shevlin 
with wife Ann

Honoree Lynn Dukes (center) with 
daughter Alexis & mom Carolyn Fleetwood

Parent Speakers Kristen 
& Will Rohde

Honoree Dr. Athanasios Verras 
(L) with Nick Kostopoulos
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CONTRIBUTIONS
Corporate/Foundation/Groups
Amazon Smile
Anne Cox Chambers 
	 Foundation
Arch Insurance Group
Central Georgia EMC 
	 Foundation
The Chatlos Foundation
Community Foundation 
	 for Greater Atlanta
Coweta-Fayette Trust
Dow Chemical
Flint Energies
Friedman Family Philanthropic 	
	 Fund
GreyStone Power Foundation
George R. Hill & Loree A. Hill 	
	 Foundation
Jackson EMC Foundation
Junior League of Atlanta
Knights of Columbus – 
	 St. Peter Chanel
Kroger
Laconian Society of Atlanta
Lassiter Swim & Dive Booster
The Lovett School
Marcia & Mark Miller 
	 Foundation
Mary Touchstone Charitable 
Remainder Trust
McKendree UMC
Monday Night Brewing
Mt. Bethel UMC
Pamphalon Foundation
Salesforce.org
The Taylor Family Foundation

Individual Contributions 
Lilibet Acosta 
Courtney Ake 
Angie & Doug Beighley 
Beverley Boucaud 
Beth & Jon Burton 
Nancy Byers 
Erin Carmody 
Thomas Carney 
Carolyn Casper 
Joseph Childs 
Nori & Joe Clark 
John Cleland 
James Coltrane 
Pauline & Thomas Crozier 
Carola Cuba & Rene deVries 
Brian & Kirby Darden 
Cecilia Day 
Allison & Travis Drake 
Jimmy & Leah Economos 

Vera & Damon Fishback 
Stacie Friess 
Beverly & Donald Glenn 
Barbara Glover
Joanie & Mike Gross 
Grace & David Hahn 
Valerie & Steve Harrison 
Pam Hoppe 
Edward & Roxanne Houppert 
Ammie Knowles 
Alan Kolodklin 
Kirsten Kowalski 
Michele LaFon & Libbye Hunt 
Louise & Andrew Lubben 
Lisa & Kevin Lucier 
Linda McClanahan
Griselle Mendez 
Vic Misiewicz 
Tara & Darrell Moore 
Ashley & Gary Nelson 
Carolyn & Dan Nesbit 
Peter Pappas 
Rosemary Perez 
Susan & Bryan Powell 
John Ruckart 
Cheryl Sameit 
Andrea Seeney 
Lauren & John Seidl 
Sam Shaw 
Ann & Robert Siegel 
William Snoderly 
Nita Stephens 
Debby Stone 
Jim Stump 
Mary & Chris Swinn 
Jefferie & Cynthia Thomas 
Mark & Tracy Turpin 
Patty Vastakis 

In memory of Bob Russell by: 
Carol & Max Bell 
Frances & Tom D’Andrea 
Martina & Robert Darst 
Christine Etzel 
Nancy & Tony Goetz 
Theresa & John Jones 
Marla Kennedy 
Janet Medley 
Kay Miller 
Linda & Lawrence Russell 
Linda Studard 
Ruth Thompson 
Matt Wasinger 
Lauren White 
Sarah White 
Reva & John White 
Yolanda & Joseph White

In memory of Camille Bass 
by:
Courtney & Rob Arasi 
Jerri & Scott Ballard 
Connie Bass 
Pam & Billy Bass
Peggy Benkeser 
Carol Burk 
Jory & David Cannon 
Cathy Chidester 
Glendal Congdon 
Gwen & Don Davis 
Cherie Doersam 
Heather Dozier 
Heather Eilen 
Staff of the Law Firm of 
	 Caryn S. Fennell
Early Learning Faculty & Staff 	
	 of the Galloway School 
Suzie & Michael Greenberg 
Alan & Barbara Kaplan 
David Kitchel 
Meredith Lewis 
Dawn Lockwood 
Phat Luong 
Angela Marquis 
Linda Matthews 
Linda Mentz 
Mishana Mogelnicki 
Melissa & Adam Nevis 
Northside Anesthesiology 	
	 Consultants
Lauren Osborne 
Patty Pavlik 
Annette & Joseph Perreault 
Sarah Phillips 
Kelly & Shawn Quarles 
Amy & Robert Richards 
K. Douglas Smith 
Kathy Smith 
Southeastern Interventional 	
	 Pain Association 
Francis Sullivan 
The Galloway School 
Billy Thomas 
Brad Turnbull 
Thomas West 

In memory of Claire Gibbs by:
Erin Desjardine 
Rebekah Galyean 
Frank Herzog 
Anna & Andy Kostopoulos 
Charles Ashley Royal 
Michelle Woods 

In memory of Joseph 
Mauriello by:
Kristen & Charles Carder
Lisa D’Agostino 
Shelby & Tim Gutenberger 
Erika & Chris Hickman 
John Hood 
Sarah & Leo Reichert 
Kathie Teta 
Carol & Jeffrey Todd 

In memory of Marianne 
Schlinkert by:
Allison & Curtis Ardle 
Deborah Cornelia 
Hester Heath 
Martha Hutchins 
Werner & Mary Ann Kuettner 
Terri & Robert Minott 
Cecilia Schiesser 
Ada May Seltzer 
Paula & Bob Snelling 
Kathleen Sullivan 
Mary Ellen & Edward Vollrath 
Marianne & Earl Volpert 

In memory of Ray Perner by:
Carol Brooks 
Lynn Maus 
Joanne & Chris Osinski 
Lisa & John Perner 
Suzanne Robb 
Carol & Donald Wheatley 
Donald Wheatley 

In memory of Lenore Maslia 
by:
Jill & Glynn Gossett 
Karen & Bill Greenfield 
Joy & James Trotti

In memory of Mary Anne 
Addams by:
Susan & Jim Calhoun 
Joy & James Trotti

In memory of Breda Mannion 
by:
Ellen & David Herold
Susie & Tom Williams

In memory of:
Sara Frances Sabo by 
	 Susan & Wayne Ward  
Bert Weiland by 
	 Rhoda Weiland
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Ed Sanford by Barbara & 
	 Matt Battiato
Gladys Ruiz by Alvin Works
Julie Klee by Susan & 
	 Doug Klee
Isabella Podgurski by 
	 Barbara & Matt Battiato
Kenneth Weber by 
	 Sharon Rivera 
Kesha Ann Hope Buback 
	 by Courtney Miller 
Larry Gordon by Doreen & 	
	 Burt Wittenberg
Liam Vilensky by Doreen & 	
	 Burt Wittenberg
Dorothy Maurer by 
	 Nancy Johnston
Lournis Williams by 
	 Joy & James Trotti
Jo Boatfield by Susie & 
	 Tom Williams
Lloyd Puckett by 		
	 Carey Jackson

In honor of:
Lucy Cusick by Betsy Primm
Christopher Domer by 
	 Nancy Domer 
Skip Weiland’s Birthday by 	
	 Marcy & Jerome Konter 
Bret Weiland’s Birthday by 	
	 Marcy & Jerome Konter
Seth Weiland’s 30th Birthday 	
	 by Marcy & Jerome 		
	 Konter
Wishing Chuck Morris a 		
	 speedy recovery by Rose 	
	 & Michael Haber
Andrea & Bob Bruce by Sandy 	
	 & Robert Monett
Colin Worden by 
	 Ammie Knowles 
William Galli by Robert Powell
Sebastian R, Kiddo’s 		
	 Clubhouse Kiddo of the 	
	 Month by Brett DeVore
Wishing Gary Unell a speedy 	
	 recovery by Rose & 		
	 Michael Haber 
Ira Rachelson by 
	 Rose & Michael Haber
Tim Murphy’s 40th birthday 
	 by Rose & Michael Haber
Wishing Blake Huffman a 	
	 speedy recovery by Susie 	
	 & Tom Williams

James Seidl’s College 		
	 Graduation by Sharon & 	
	 Bruce Taylor
Jordan Yager’s Learner’s 		
	 permit by Allison & 
	 Mike Yager 
Kami Mueller, Cobb for a 	
	 Cause by Heather Madsen
Paul Gennaro Jacobson’s 	
	 Eagle Scout by Barbara & 	
	 Matt Battiato
Susie Williams’ Birthday by 	
	 Bonnie & Ted Brand

Thanks to our honorees, 
sponsors, and donors, For 
the Love of Children was our 
most successful ever!  

For the Love of Children
Platinum Angels
Elaine & John Carlos
Pediatrix – Neonatology 		
	 Associates

Gilded Angels
Andrea & Bob Bruce
CHUBB Insurance
Bonnie & Marc Hayes
Publix Super Markets Charities
Ron Blue & Co – 
	 Toni & Saxon Dasher
Lauren & John Seidl
Ann & Jim Shevlin
Maria & Tim Tassopoulos
Angie & Skip Weiland

Guardian Angels
AMS Vans – 
	 Faith & Dallas Crum
Ann & Michael Bagley
Susan & Terry Baker
Jerri & Scott Ballard
Joni & Mac Cushing
Barbara & Lanier Dasher
Delcampo & Grayson LLC – 	
	 Patti & Randy Grayson
Karen & David Etzkorn
Ellen & David Herold
Sharon Just & Jim Anderson
Donna Maslia
Lenore & Victor Maslia 		
	 Foundation
McGriff, Seibels & Williams – 	
	 Diane & Read Davis
Marie & David Monde

National Distributing 		
	 Company
Helen & Jim Schwab
The Shevlin Family
Zesto & Livaditis/Sloan 		
	 Families

Cupids
Beech Foundation – 
	 Greta & Jeff Beech
Helen Carlos & Ron Hilliard
The Cusick Family
Janet & Jim Fortenberry
Laura & James Graff
Allison & Jeff Haber
Rose & Michael Haber
Cathy & Pete Hasbrouck
Bev & Tom Mahon
Dimitra & Mark Moraitakis
Kristen & Jason Poinsette
Kristine Nagel & George Riley
Joy & James Trotti
Julian P. Wade, Jr.

Patrons
A&D painting – Toula & Jim 	
	 Kostopoulos
Bryans Foundation – 
	 Donna Bryans Gensler
Helen & James Carlos
Karen & Don Clewell
Developmental Pediatric 		
	 Specialists – Barbara 	
	 & Leslie Rubin
Alyssa & Dan Fiss
Amy & Brad Gibbs
Patrice Gaspard & LeRoy 		
	 Graham
Carolyn & David Homcy
ICE Sculpture, Inc.
Brandy & Jared Kirschner
Maria Kochiras
Debra & Marc McElhaney
Linda & Rick Raschke
Charles Schoen
Anne Symbas
Patty Vastakis
Barb & Joe Weissman
Sarah & Ed Wiley
Shari & Vincent Williams

Gifts in Honor of Dr. 
Athanasios Verras
Joyce Bagley
Lucy, Josh & Jessica Cusick
Kathy & David Giancola

Pauline & Pete 			 
	 Giannakopoulos
Vassio Giannakopoulos
Voula Giannakopoulos
Jennifer & Frank Keller
Metaxia Kleris
Anna & Andreas Kostopoulos
Toula & Jim Kostopoulos
Nick Kostopoulos
Venus & Nick Kostopoulos
Martha Lucas
Selini & Adam Mellis
Golfo, Peter & Dean Pappas
Vicky & John Patronis
Christina & Victor Polizos
Jamie & Buddy Ray
Ginnie, Rob & Peter Roglin
Margaret Shaw
Anne Symbas
Effie & Nicholas Tiliacos
Joy, James, Rachel & 
	 Rebekah Trotti
Patty, John, Despina & 
	 Pauline Vastakis
Sharon & Bill Wildman

Gifts in Honor of Lynn Dukes
ARTS Printing
Scott Bowker
Robert Dukes
Carolyn Fleetwood
Maynav & Lawrence Golomb
Jean Grace
Danna Kelley 
Mary Kay & Chris Kibler
Elizabeth Kleinsorg
Marie Lambert
Barbara McNamara
Sharon Mueller
Paula & Jeff Mullavey
Mr. & Mrs. Duane Nakahta
Greta & Bernie Rowe
Michelle Shemaria
Jessica & The Traub Family
Ann Valentino
Cindy & Larry Vigil
John Williams
Kaley & Zane Williams
Shari & Vincent Williams
Kathy & Brad Wilson
Dana Winter
Selena Womac
The FOCUS Girls
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FROM PAGE 9
CONTRIBUTIONS

Gifts in Honor of Jim Shevlin:
CHUBB
Patrice & Michael Combs
Joan & Ken Conant
Carolyn & David Homcy
Amy & Kevin Kraselsky
Ann & Buddy Norton
Jane & David Pfeifer
Valerie & Rick Shevlin
The FOCUS Girls

Donors & Call to Action 
Supporters

Meghan Burke & 
	 Gregory Abowd
Janet Algers & Joe Faraone
Melissa & Kendal Ammons
Mari & Javier Andino
Laura & Stacy Barnard
Leonie & Jim Baxter
Merritt Beaver
Elaine & Larry Benuck
Carrie & Andrew Bickwit
Amanda & Mike Brooks
Zandra & Steve Burger
Gay & Kenneth Buxton
Stephanie & Mark Byrne
Susan & Jim Calhoun
Penny & Thomas Clements
Chris & Laura Cocca
Lisa & Scott Coleman
Bonnie Cook
Shelly Cook
Beth & Bruce Cooper
Vicki Corkren
Lori & Douglas Cox
Karen & Tim Davis
Trudy & Marvin Davis
Dee & Guy DiBuono
Don & Gina Didier
Kelly & Ken Dooley
Lynn & Bob Dukes
Angela & Nick Economy
Barbara & Gary Eklund
Ann & Fred Englert
Jennifer Etkind
Siobhan & John Finnegan
Joan & Phillip First
Gail & Bill Fisher
Larry Fox
Sheila & Jim Frank
Whitney & Brian Frank
Liz & Hugh Garrett
Mary & Wayne Gehrhardt
Rana & Brett Gillmon

Vanessa & Mark Goggans
Suzie & Michael Greenberg
Gail Gunnells & John Wickson
Nitika & Apurve Gupta
Teddy Haber
Chris & Randy Hamilton
LouAnn Harkleroad
Fiona Hatton & Chris 		
	 Collerette
Amanda & Marc Hayes
Riki & Rock Heindel
Kim & John Hepler
Richard & Jeanie Hill
Suzy & Patrick Hollifield
Phyllis & Dave Hoover
Carol & Spencer Hostetter
Christine & Jon Houk
Shawn & Jonathan Jackson
Dena & Greg Jones
Dore & Barry Kaiser
Chenin & Derek Kemmerlin
Christine & Scott Kendall
Jared & Brandy Kirschner
Pete & Claire Kostopoulos
Amy & Kevin Kraselsky
Alice & Arthur J Kraus
Tracy & Brian Krebs
Anne & Paul Ladd
Beth & James Lawton
Susan & Stephen Levine
Anna Livaditis & Luke Mount
Victoria Livaditis
Lisa & Kevin Lucier
Julie & Kelly Ludwick
Rita Marokko
LeAnn & Scott Martin
Deborah Maslia & J.Paul 		
	 Whitehead III
Richard & Monica Maslia
Kelley & Keith Mauriello
Anne Marie & Michael 		
	 McBrearity
Angela & Chris McDaniel
Celia McDermott
Judy McKenzie
Ginger & Ed McVeigh
Jane Merrill
Robin & Chad Merrill
Laurie & Jeff Miller
Jamie & Peter Muller
Cathy & Pierce Nelson
Betsy & Todd Oglesby
Kelly & Thad Peterson
Lisa Petersen & Bob Nariss
Lyn & George Plaza
Louise & Michael Plonowski
Brie & Geoff Pollak

Sharon Poulos
Angie & Gerry Poynter
Erin Presley
LeeAnn & Bill Ramsey
John & Joyce Ryan
Diane & Marc Salatino
Madeline & Simon Sater
Steve Scales
Patti & Steve Secrest
Cyndy & Tim Seilhan
Kelsi Shevlin
Tom Shillock
Crystal & Bubba Sloan
Jessica Sloan & Andy Berlo
Michelle Sorensen
Isa & Russ Spencer
Nikki & David Stephenson
Frances Stewart & Norman 	
	 Fickling
Rob & Sabrina Storm
Lynn & John Stuhrenburg
Tom Sullivan & Troy Wells
Synchrony Financial
Samia & Thomas Tallmadge
Grace & Dustin Thompson
Susan & Clay Thompson
	 Trucode
Athanasios Verras
Megan & Ryan Vette
Patty & Kevin Walter
Dottie Warren
Charla Weinsier
Sarah & Ed Wiley
Susie & Tom Williams
Sherri & Greg Youngblood
Linda & Dave Zilles

FOCUS + Fragile Kids Golf 
Tournament

Fairway Angel
KPMG

Eagle Angels
CDW
Cognizant
GuidePoint Security
The Intersect Group
Microsoft
Netskope
Nexthink
North Point Endodontics
Nutanix
Reliaquest
Southeastern Steel
Sovereign Systems
TEKsystems
Trend Micro

Birdie Angel
CyberArk

Hole Sponsors
AT&T
Big Panda
CenturyLink
Check Point
CWPIM
Exabeam
MATRIX
NetApp
N4Mative
Rapid7
RDW
Sibley Heart Center 
Cardiology
Trend Micro
United Community Bank

Golf Donors
Peter Black
Andrea Bowles
Richard Brody
Laree Brown
Randy Brown
Chick-fil-A
Cisco
Dallas Crum
Deloitte Consulting
Vickie Henson
Intellinet
Jabian Consulting
Jimmy Lockhart
Doug MacMillan
McGriff, Seibels & Williams
Pete Moraitakis
Srini Ratnam
Sayers
Chris Swinn
Przemek Szczepanik

Thanks to our Tournament 
Chairpersons:
Curt & Trevor Smith
Przemek Szczepanik
Dan Dubowski

Thanks to Atlanta National 
Golf Club and White Columns 
Country Club for their 
patience and support!
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Looking Back at the FUN!

Camp Hollywood, Jr.

Teen & Young Adult Prom at Lovett

Six Flags Day

Six Flags Day

Family Activity “Dance with Me”

FAST Fins Swim Meet

Family Bowling
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3825 Presidential Parkway
Suite 103
Atlanta, GA 30340
770.234.9111
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Mark & Marcia Miller supported the Fragile Kids Foundation 

through their family foundation and have embraced the merger 

with FOCUS. In the summer of 2017, they purchased two new 

beach wheelchairs to loan to families. For Georgia Gives Day in 

2017, Marcia, the CEO and founder of Mud Pie, and Mark, the CFO, 

along with Mud Pie employees, funded three wheelchair van lifts 

AND gifts for our kiddos in the hospital.  In 2018, they ‘cleared 

the waiting list’ of equipment for the first quarter. We are beyond 

grateful for their generosity and support.

How to Reach FOCUS

770-234-9111

www.focus-ga.org

inquiry@focus-ga.org

http://tinyurl.com/focusgeorgia

From Gabrielle’s Family 
Thanks a million! We picked up Gabrielle’s mobility vehicle with 

the ramp installed. We are very thankful for the contribution 

from FOCUS + Fragile Kids because it made this possible. 

Thanks again for all you do to help kids with disabilities be the 

best they can be. 


