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Get Connected, 
Stay Connected
By Anne Ladd

Nearly 15 years ago, my husband Paul wrote an 
article for the FOCUS newsletter about our then 
young son, Matty, who has a Mitochondrial disease.  

At the time of publication, we were several years 
into our journey as parents of a child with a 
developmental disability, but we still had many 

questions and frankly a whole lot of fear for his 
(and our) future.  

So, let me start by saying, 15 years later we are ‘okay.’  

Paul and I are still married; our older son, a well-

adjusted, happy adult; Matty has a Comprehensive 

waiver and many aspects of an “enviable life.”  How did 

we get here?  Well, we did not get here alone.  We got 

here together. Together with other families, together 

with school, together with caregivers, and together 

with FOCUS.

My greatest fear when my son was young, in 

addition to his healthcare needs, was isolation.  I 

saw it begin to happen as we revealed our baby’s 

disability. Our circumstances made some people 

uncomfortable or simply sad.  We experienced 

“social distancing” before it was in fashion.  And 

with that, I felt isolation. Although, I didn’t want 

to burden others with our situation, isolation 

was not going to work for me. So, I decided 

to broaden our circle.  I looked everywhere 

for information, took every training for families and went to 

every workshop and conference I heard about.  Some were 

excellent and some were just alright.  But with every action I 

felt proactive.  I built new relationships with families who shared 

my experience, I learned about special education, I learned 

to trust others with the care of my son and, we used FOCUS 

Coming up – 
Re-scheduled Programs!
Watch Facebook & Monday Parent Emails 
for updates on programs!
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From the 
Editor…
by Lucy Cusick

Frances McBrayer, our new executive director started in mid-February, and 

we’ve enjoyed working together for the past 6 weeks. March 31 was my last 

official day.  

One of the hardest things I’ve ever done was to call FOCUS, after Josh was 

diagnosed with cerebral palsy at age two.  I didn’t want to be a member of 

this ‘club.’ I didn’t want him to have disabilities.  I didn’t want to admit that 

I needed help.  What a fork in the road for me – because I made that call, 

I made lifelong friends who have listened, laughed, and supported me. I’ve 

shared joys and heartaches. I’ve eaten about 300 biscuits at Share Groups. 

I’ve worked alongside amazing people who love our children and families. 

One of the second hardest things I’ll ever do is to actually leave. I hope 

Frances doesn’t ask for my key to the office for another month or so.  I’ve 

received dozens of notes from parents thanking me for all my help; my 

response is that you all have helped me right back.  What will I do in my 

un-FOCUS-ed life?  I won’t lie ... it will be challenging to fill the hours that I 

spent at FOCUS.  But I continue to believe, with all my heart, that my leav-

ing is the right thing to do. For the future of FOCUS.  For me.  Even for our 

families.

Love Frances like you have loved me.  Support our awesome team during 

these very difficult times.  Be generous. Be kind. Know that you will always 

have my heart.

I know you all think 
I’m NEVER really 
leaving FOCUS + 
Fragile Kids! We’ve 
been promising my 
retirement for the 
past 6 months – well, 
it’s here!

Lucy coaches Team FOCUS

at www.focus-ga.org

DONATE
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From the 
New Editor

Board of Directors
Alyssa Fiss, President 
Scott Ballard, MD, 
    Vice President
Saxon Dasher, Treasurer
Lauren Seidl, Secretary
Keith Mauriello, Past President
Kari Carlos
Jeff Haber
Dexter Hardy
Kenneth Jones
Lisa Lucier
Brooks Peters
Jason Poinsette
Julian P. Wade, Jr.
Susie Williams
David Zilles

Board of Advisors
LuRae Ahrendt
Robert Bruce, MD
Jen Henry
Nicolas Krawiecki, MD
Debra Foster McElhaney
David Monde
Greg Pappas
Leslie Rubin, MD
Barbara Weissman, MD

Founder and Advisor
Susan Calhoun

Staff
Executive Director		
Frances McBrayer

Associate Executive Director	
Joy Trotti 

Finance & Facilities Director	
Patty Vastakis

Program Director			
Brian Darden

Program Manager		
Sarah Wigton

Program Coordinator		
Jaide Camacho

Program Coordinator		
Audrey LeSage

Equipment Coordinator		
Devi Knapp

Community Involvement 	
Coordinator 			 
Celia Lawton 

I am thrilled to be the new executive director of FOCUS + Fragile 
Kids, though I expected my first month to be different than it 
has turned out to be!  That said, I am grateful to now be able to 
work for an organization where each family that we serve acutely 
understands that things often don’t go as planned and where I feel 
such community and support because we know the “real life” that 
we all live.

I thought that I would be able 
to meet more of you in person 
at our program events this 
spring, but instead I am trying 
hard to balance work, home 
school for my five-year-old 
with cerebral palsy, and all of 
the other stressors that come 
amidst a global pandemic. Real 
life feels a little bit surreal right 
now, and I know many of you 
feel the same way.

We are using our creative, 
problem solving brains at 
FOCUS as we reimagine 
programming during this 

time when we cannot see 
each other in person. We are 
working to bring you daily 
activities that are appropriate 
for our kiddos and their needs, 
and we are holding remote 
workshops so that we can 
continue to support and 
educate each other with the 
information we need to best 
care for our children. We would 
love for you to help us share 
events and activities on social 
media so that we can provide 
support to as many families as 
we can. We are also reaching 
out by phone, text, and email 

to stay in touch. Please let us 
know if you need support in 
other ways, too, while we are 
apart. 

I so appreciate the warm 
welcome that I have received 
from the staff, the families that 
I have met, and especially from 
Lucy. FOCUS would not be 
where it is today without her 
leadership, and I am grateful 
that she is still “around” to 
support us as we move into our 
next chapter. I am so looking 
forward to what is to come! 

By Frances McBrayer

FOCUS + Fragile Kids 
Facebook Fundraisers

Thanks for these birthday or other Facebook fundraisers!

Alexis Crawford 
Josh Cusick 
Ruby Fields 

Bob Little in honor of George 

Jane Puckett 
Cricket Schultze 

Curt Smith 
Joy Trotti
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For Share Groups, Workshops, 

Hospital Visits, and Family Activities, 

contact jaide@focus-ga.org

For Saturday Respite, Day Camps 

and Overnight Teen & Young Adult 

Camps, contact sarah@focus-ga.org

FROM THE COVER 
Get Connected, 
Stay Connected

respite, family camp and Camp 

Hollywood!  

As I began to find answers (or 

at least who to ask), I knew I 

wanted to help other families 

by sharing my knowledge and 

experience.  In 2005, I began 

working in Gwinnett County 

Public Schools as a parent 

mentor.  The Ga Parent Mentor 

Partnership (GaPMP) is an 

initiative of the Ga Department 

of Education (DOE) whose 

mission it is to build effective 

family, school, and community 

partnerships that lead to 

greater achievement for 

students with disabilities. I went 

to help others but guess what? 

My circle began to further 

widen, and I got to know even 

more people with a shared 

experience.  I met people 

with whom I may never have 

crossed paths.  People different 

than me in many ways and yet 

we are bound by our common 

interest and passion for people 

with disabilities. I connected on 

a personal level, I connected 

on a professional level.  My life 

got richer because of these 

connections.  

Then we began to realize how 

critical connections would be 

for Matty, especially when he 

transitioned from school to 

adult life.  We wanted Matty 

to have an “enviable life,” a life 

that any of us would want, a 

life characterized by dignity.*  

So once again Paul and I got 

busy building Matty’s circle.  

We went to every activity 

we could find, dances, drum 

circles, bingo, bowling, parties, 

FOCUS + Fragile Kids Ongoing Activities:

swimming, Sunday school. If 

it was accessible and fun, we 

went.  Matty really enjoyed 

some and some were just 

alright.  But his circle began to 

get larger.

In 2017, it was time for my 

son to transition from school. 

For years we planned, but 

when the day finally arrived, 

our plans did not go as we 

thought they would. We 

thought, “How could a family 

who had so earnestly prepared 

be in this situation?”  Well, our 

plans had to change but our 

preparation is what made the 

difference. When the yellow 

bus stopped coming, it was the 

connections that allowed us 

to pivot. We had friends who 

had gone through the process 

before us; we had nurtured our 

relationships with caregivers 

who partnered with us and 

connected us to additional 

caregivers; Matty’s social 

connections had provided 

the continuity of relationships 

after school ended; and, our 

connection to FOCUS brought 

us the Young Adult group for 

Matty and the G.O.T. (Get Old 

Together) group for me. Yes, 

FOCUS still plays a significant 

role for our family.

Today, our life is still complex, 

but we are okay.  And you 

will be okay too, but you 

need connections.  Whatever 

age your child is, it’s never 

too early or too late to make 

connections.  

Here are a few suggestions for 

you:

1.	 Make friends with other 

families that have your 

shared experience so you 

can talk about your unique 

challenges. But also nurture 

those relationships you have 

outside of “disability world” 

because, face it, sometimes 

you need to think and talk 

about something unrelated 

to disability.

Check our calendar at www.focus-ga.org for the most up-to-date information!

For Adapted Swim Team, Teen & Young 

Adult Monthly Activities, and Family 

Camps, contact audrey@focus-ga.org

To volunteer for any or all programs, 

contact 	brian@focus-ga.org

For information about Equipment Grants, 		

contact devi@focus-ga.org
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By Sallie Dekutowski 

Swim Sundays

Sunday evenings are one of my favorite times of the week.  While others are wrapping up 

weekend activities or preparing for school or work the next day, I head to the pool.  As a 

volunteer for the FOCUS + Fragile Kids Fast Fins program for over 13 years, I love seeing the 

swimmers improve their strokes, compete in swim meets, and enjoy being part of a team.  This 

program enables me to combine two of my favorite interests – swimming and people with 

special needs.  I have watched so many swimmers start off as young children with beginner 

skills, needing a coach helping them participate in the swim meet.  Then, I have the privilege of 

seeing them grow into young adults mastering competitive strokes, participating independently 

at the end-of-season meet, and joining their summer and school swim teams.  We have such a 

great group of enthusiastic and knowledgeable coaches, supportive and encouraging parents, 

and excited and engaged swimmers.  

 

I am so proud to be a part of this FOCUS + Fragile Kids program.  I get more out of my 

volunteering than the swimmers!  During the work week, I am a partner in a CPA firm helping 

the healthcare industry.  But on Sunday evenings, I am “Coach Sallie,” and I could not imagine a 

better way to spend my time.  It is so rewarding and gets me ready for the week ahead!

Coach Sallie has coached FAST Fins for over 13 years and is well-loved by current and past 

swimmers.  We are grateful to her and to the other 20 coaches that volunteer for FAST Fins.  

We can’t wait til next season!  

2.	 Learn about special 

education and participate in 

the learning opportunities 

your child’s school 

district offers. Visit www.

parentmentors.org to see 

if there is a parent mentor 

in your school district and 

make the connection.

3.	 Network with other families 

to find caregivers and have 

those caregivers help you 

make connections with 

other caregivers.

4.	 Survey what your 

community has to offer to 

give your child an “enviable 

life” … the library, parks and 

recreation, farmers markets, 

faith communities.  Let the 

leaders in the community 

know what your family 

needs. And, of course, you 

are already connected 

to FOCUS (at least by 

the newsletter) so take 

advantage of the abundant 

programming that it offers.

In 2013, I moved from being a 

parent mentor to working as 

Family Engagement Specialist 

at the GaDOE.  It was not my 

original career path, but life is 

not predictable. However, there 

is one certain thing, which 

I learned from the GaPMP 

… Together, we can!  Get 

connected today.

*To learn more about an 

“enviable life,” watch this video 

https://www.youtube.com/

watch?v=RsqpGycJedg&feature	

=youtu.be or Google Ann 		

Turnbull An Enviable and 	

Dignified Life

How to Reach FOCUS

770-234-9111

www.focus-ga.org

inquiry@focus-ga.org

http://tinyurl.com/focusgeorgia
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Presenting SponsorPresenting Sponsor
ELAINE & JOHN CARLOSELAINE & JOHN CARLOS

THE ABOWD FAMILY
ANN & MICHAEL BAGLEY
SUSAN & TERRY BAKER

JERRI & SCOTT BALLARD
ANDREA & BOB BRUCE

KARI CARLOS
BARBARA & LANIER DASHER

DIANE & READ DAVIS – 
MCGRIFF, SEIBELS & WILLIAMS

KAREN & DAVID ETZKORN

Gilded AngelsGilded Angels
BONNIE & MARC HAYESBONNIE & MARC HAYES

LADIES PHILOPTOCHOS SOCIETY – LADIES PHILOPTOCHOS SOCIETY – 
GREEK ORTHODOXGREEK ORTHODOX
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Platinum AngelsPlatinum Angels
  TONI & SAXON DASHER – RONALD BLUE TRUSTTONI & SAXON DASHER – RONALD BLUE TRUST
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NANCY & MARSHALL FORD
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PATTI & RANDY GRAYSON – 
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LANE & CLARK HOWARD
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LISA & KEVIN LUCIER
LUCY’S FAMILY – 
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MONICA & RICHARD MASLIA
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NATIONAL DISTRIBUTING COMPANY
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PUBLIX SUPER MARKETS CHARITIES
HELEN & JIM SCHWAB
ISA & RUSS SPENCER

SABRINA & ROB STORM

2020 Sponsors
“For the Love of Children”

Helen Carlos & Ron Hilliard
The Cusick Family
Lynn & Bob Dukes – Fleetwood 	
	 Dance Studios
Jennifer Etkind
Allison & Jeff Haber
Rose & Michael Haber
Anna & Andy Kostopoulos
Victoria Livaditis
Bev & Tom Mahon
Kelley & Keith Mauriello
Sunny Park – General Building 	
	 Maintenance
Vicky & John Patronis
Linda & Rick Raschke
Joy & James Trotti
Mary Anne & Tom Troutman
Tracy & Mark Turpin
United Community Bank
Julian P. Wade

Cupids Cupids 
The Bryans Foundation
Kirby & Brian Darden
Karen & Tim Davis
Joan & Phil First
Alyssa & Dan Fiss
Kimberly & Daniel Forester
Amy & Brad Gibbs
Kim & John Hepler
Ellen & David Herold
Deborah Maslia & J. Paul 
	 Whitehead, III
Debra & Marc McElhaney
Kristine Nagel
PANDA Neurology
Nancy Perez & Dexter Hardy
Golfo Pappas
Helene & Dick Prokesch – Rothkopf 	
	 Greenberg Foundation
Charles Schoen
Frances Stewart & Norman Fickling
Patty Vastakis
Barb & Joe Weissman
Susie & Tom Williams

Many of the above sponsors gave in 
honor of Lucy so they are not listed 
below.  The following additional 
donations were received for the 	
Gala or in her honor:

101 Mobility – Garol Orr
120 East Band
LuRae Ahrendt
Janet Algers & Joe Faraone
Joyce Bagley
Sharon & Todd Balfanz
Elizabeth Biggs
Renee & Kenneth Bomar
Gay & Kenneth Buxton
Gayle, Larry & Ben Carlson
Beth Carscallen
Ann & Kelly Christensen
Lisa & Scott Coleman
Bonnie Feig Cook
Melanie & Pete Delin
Vicki Dendy
Maggie Dial
Gina & Don Didier
Angela & Nick Economy
Paula & Jim Edgar
Katie & Jim Edwards
Beci & Randy Falkenberg
Sheila & Jim Frank
Whitney Frank
Lori & Tom Galligan

Liz & Hugh Garrett
Mary & Wayne Gehrhardt
Anne & Drury Ghegan
Kathy & David Giancola and 
	 Caroline Gandy
Pauline & Pete Giannakopoulos
Vassio Giannakopoulos
Voula Giannakopoulos
Jill & Glynn Gossett
Chris & Randy Hamilton
Julia Harris
Cathy & Pete Hasbrouck
Kim & John Hepler
Carol & Spencer Hostetter
Terry & Dick Ingwersen
Diane & Ross Johnson
Robin & Hill Kilgore
Stellise & Chip Kirk
Susan & Doug Klee
Maria Kochiras
Marcy & Jerry Konter
Toula & Jim Kostopoulos
Venus & Nick Kostopoulos
Paula Krone & Michael Faber
Ice Sculpture
Memri Lerch
Jenny, Jim, & Jed Locklear
Martha Lucas
Rita Marokko
Lori & Chuck McElroy
Robin & Chad Merrill

Patrons Patrons 

We
LucyLove

In r
ecogniti

on and thanks to
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Presenting SponsorPresenting Sponsor
ELAINE & JOHN CARLOSELAINE & JOHN CARLOS

atlantanorth.pediatrix.com

Neonatology Associates of Atlanta, PC 
is a proud sponsor of the  
FOCUS + Fragile Kids 
For the Love of Children Gala.

Take great care of the patient, 
every day and in every way.™

Thanks for all the fun 
in Cabin One!

The Seidls

Our Fierce Leader –
Thank you for all 
the years of great 

LEADERSHIP, 
DEDICATION 

& LOVE
 Now, onto the 
next chapter ...

We Love Lucy!We Love Lucy!
LUCY CUSICK

a very special person who has had such a 
positive effect on so many people and lives.
“Not everything that is faced can be changed, 
but nothing can be changed until it is faced.”

– Lucille Ball

Thanks for your friendship, leadership, 
commitment and courage over these many years.

Ann and Jim Shevlin

In r
ecogniti

on and thanks to

®

Etrudy Taylor Mitchell
Jaimie & Peter Muller
Bob Nariss & Lisa Petersen
Stacie Nefos
Ruth Norman
Golfo & Jerry Odenwelder
Betsy & Todd Oglesby
Kyoko Oi & Jeff Norris
Sunny Park
Susan & Brooks Patterson
Barbara & Larry Perlis
Lyn & George Plaza
Louise & Michael Plonowski
Kristen & Jason Poinsette
Christina & Victor Polizos
Kathie & Nicko Poulos
Sharon Poulos
Betsy Primm
Lisa & John Prunkl
Lee Ann & Bill Ramsey
Fran Rissland
Ginnie & Rob Roglin
Stacey & Richard Sapp

Jane Shaw & Brian Dewey
Carol & Ralph Smallman
Lib Smith
Suzanne, Curt, & Trevor Smith
Mary Lou & Ken Still
Debby Stone
Tom Sullivan
Katie Tarkington
Barbara Taylor
Anna & Louisa Thielemann
Joe & Kerry Thomas
Anita & Scott Tiedt
Lynn & Tom Tolleson
Mary Lynn & Raul Trujillo
Kirby Vanderyt
Georgia Vastakis
Carol Walker & Spencer Callahan
Patty & Kevin Walter
Lolita Watson
Chris Willson
Rachel Wittenberg & Asher Vilensky
Sharon & Joseph Woodson
Linda & Dave Zilles

Presenting and Platinum Sponsors placed these ads for the Gala program.Presenting and Platinum Sponsors placed these ads for the Gala program.
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For the past week, you’ve gotten up every morning and brought me your shoes. You say 

“bus,” “door,” and “outside.” You look at me with your big beautiful eyes and sign “please” 

with your perfect curled hands. I guide you back to your room and try to show you the toys 

that have been in the toy box for years, hoping you’ll show interest. But you don’t. You and 

I both know you love being near people, and you LOVE being outside. You love having the 

freedom to run a few feet ahead of me, almost as if you’re going to run away — only to turn 

back and smile so I know you won’t go too far.

I know you are confused as to why your routine has changed. I tried to explain to you today 

what was going on, but you told me to “go play” (and because I know you, I know what that 

means). My beautiful boy, life is the way it is right now because I’m trying to protect you 

and others. I want so badly for you to be able to have the chance to live as long as possible. 

I want so badly for your friends, people we love, and even people we don’t know to have 

the chance to live long, beautiful lives.

You cried today.

I cried today.

This is hard.

But even in the difficulty, I am so grateful you’re here.

Sending lots of love and hugs to everyone during these uncertain times, 

Mom

Fundraising at 
FOCUS + 

Fragile Kids

Golf Classic Postponed 
to October 27, 2020 
at The Manor.  
Contact Frances@focus-ga.org 
for more information. 
 
Family Fun Ride scheduled 
for April 14 has been cancelled 
for 2020.

SummerFest is ON for 
Saturday, August 15 at 
Monday Night Garage. 
Go to www.focus-ga.org for 
information.

Ride for Team FOCUS in Spin for 
Kids on October 4.
More information to come.

Thanks to those who donated 
through FOCUS on Georgia 
Gives Day and who purchased 
items in our online auction!

My dear 
Michael
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Looking back!

Brunch with Santa

Education Conference

OctoberFest Holiday Party

Teens & Young Adults

Valentine Dance
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CONTRIBUTIONS
Foundations, Corporations & 
Organizations
Amazon Smile  
Anne Cox Chambers Foundation 
Bright Funds Foundation  
Bryans Foundation  
Chamberlain, Hrdlicka, White, 
	 Williams & Aughtry
ChildPlus Software 
Chubb Charitable Foundation  
Cobb Co Friendship Club  
Cobb EMC Community Fdn  
Conrads Family Foundation Fund  
DeKalb School Employees Fdn  
Dunwoody High School AP 
	 Psychology Class  
EZ Agape Foundation  
Frances Wood Wilson Fdn  
George R. Hill & Loree A. Hill Fdn  
Georgia Association of Neonatal 	
	 Nurses  
Graciecam Foundation  
Hiscox Foundation USA  
HYPR  
Kiwanis Club of Atlanta  
Kroger  
Laconian Society of Atlanta  
Lekotek  
Lenore & Victor Maslia Foundation  
Paypal Giving Fund  
Peachtree Christian Christian 	
	 Women’s Fellowship  
PEDIATRIX – Neonatology 
	 Associates  
QuikTrip  
Snapping Shoals Electric Trust, 	
	 Inc.  
Southeastern Enduro & Trail 
	 Riders Assoc  
Stone Mountain Chorus  
Thalia & Michael C. Carlos Fdn  
The Billi Marcus Foundation  
The Chatlos Foundation  
The Graham Family Foundation  
The Maximus Janton Foundation  
The Morningside Foundation  
Tolleson Family Foundation  
Yancey Bros. Co.  

Individuals
Cassandra Accurso  
Lilibet Acosta  
LuRae Ahrendt  
Noelani & Jason Anderson  
Mahlet Awoke – Mechagia & Alex 	
	 Awoke  
Terri & Laury Bagen  
Joyce Bagley  
Sue & Terry Baker  
Jerri & Scott Ballard  
John & Janet Ballard  
Shonda & Ben Baty  
Susan & Doug Beasley  
Dennis Blanton  
Beverley Boucaud   
Robin & Trey Breault  
Lynn Brinkley  
Nanci & Adam Brown  
Beth & Jon Burton  
Judy Byrd

Marilyn & Chuck Campanella  
Gayle & Larry Carlson  
Genevieve Carrillo  
Jennifer & Joseph Carroll
Carolyn Casper  
Elizabeth & Samuel Chambliss  
Tammy Chandler  
Ben Cheatwood  
Joseph Childs  
Ann & Kelly Christensen  
Anna & Ben Clark  
John Cleland  
John Cloonan
Patrick Coleman
Bonnie Cook  
Vicki Corkren  
Alexis & Darnell Crawford  
Carola Cuba & Rene deVries  
Scott & Jenny Cudabac  
Lucy Cusick  
Connie Darden  
Diane & Read Davis  
Cecilia Day  
Hannelore & Cecil Day  
Maggie & Frank Defilippo  
Sallie & John Dekutowski  
Tracy & Keith Depew  
Jeanie & Brian Devine  
Jennifer & Jim Dicello  
Joan & John Donofrio  
Brent Dorris  
Allison & Travis Drake  
Lori Drake  
Cathryn & Richard DuBow  
Pamela & Joseph Dulin  
Linda & Dirk Lampron  
Jennifer & Gibson Durden  
Katie & Jim Edwards  
Gwen & Carl Erhardt
Beci & Randy Falkenberg  
Ashley & Michael Fallaize  
Sheri & Rob Feldman  
Julie & Bruce Fick  
Myrna & Jon Floyd  
Nancy & Marshall Ford  
Mary Alice & Les George  
Amy & Brad Gibbs  
Nancy Gibbs  
Emily & Aaron Gilcreast  
Dale & Jimmy Glenn  
Caroline & Randy Gold  
Sherry & Richard Gooddine  
Patti & R&y Grayson  
Susie & Michael Greenberg  
Kelley & Derrick Grogan  
Joanie & Mike Gross  
Pam & Randy Gross  
Paula & Bernie Guerin  
Margaret & James Hall  
Jennifer Harris  
Valerie & Steve Harrison  
Sherry Hart  
Vickie Henson
Kim & John Hepler  
Ellen & David Herold  
Philip & Mary Holt  
Polly & Tom Hyatt  
Annette Idalski  
Cindy & Scott Imlay  
Terry & Dick Ingwersen  

Kristine & Tony Intveld  
Stephanie & Ray Janssen  
Diane Johnson 
Julie & Kelvin Joiner
Melissa Jordan 
Caleb King  
Stellise & Chip Kirk  
Susan & Doug Klee  
Metaxia Kleris  
Cindy Knight  
Ammie Knowles 
Jennifer Kovanis  – Premier 
	 Children’s Therapy 
Werner & Mary Ann Kuettner  
Thiyagarajan Kumaravelu  
Michele LaFon & Libbye Hunt  
Lisa & John Lamb  
Lauren Lamoly  
Lassiter Swim & Dive Booster Club  
Lou Ann Lebovitz  
Carlene & Mike LeCompte  
Memri Lerch  
Lillian Lewis  
Ivy Li & Li Wang  
Alfred Lindseth  
Anna Livaditis & Luke Mount  
Victoria Livaditis  
Martha Lucas  
Sissy & Michael Luciani  
Jeffrey & Alicia Luechtefeld  
Kathryn & Tyrone Lundy  
Marilyn & Larry Margolis  
Cheryl Marko & Robert Birrell  
Rita Marokko  
Janine & Dan Martin  
Tovah Martin & James Ringland  
Annette & Jerry Massey  
Paula & Steve Mattox  
Frances & Joseph McBrayer  
Carolyn & Tom McBride  
Jacinta McGavock  
Cindy McGinnis  
Debbie & David McLean  
Griselle Mendez Rodriguez & 
Wilfredo Hernandez Rivera  
Brandee & Ronald Menick  
Jessica Miller  
Bretta Milner & Wesley Smith  
Diane & Said Mohammadioun  
Hillary & Don Montgomery  
Sheila & Cheldon Montgomery  
Heidi & Steven Moore  
Tara & Darrell Moore  
Dimitra & Mark Moraitakis  
Andrea Mukoko  
Deborah & Kurt Myers  
Kathy & Brent Myhand
Janey & Jarrod Nackley  
Ashley & Gary Nelson  
Beth & Ellwood Neuer  
Lisa Newbern & James Brown  
Anne Nieberding & Jeff Weiner  
Dina Norris & Stephen Young  
Kyoko Oi & Jeff Norris  
Erica & Eric Optiz  
Elba Ortiz  
Marcia O’Shaughnessy  
Linda & Bill Oswell  
Allison & James Palestrini  
Shelley Pamarance  

Ellen & Nicholas Papleacos  
Peter Pappas  
Onira Parham
Joni & Murray Pelta  
Lisa Petersen & Bob Nariss  
Bonnie & Terry Petrukovich  
Carol & Hap Petty  
Kristen & Jason Poinsette  
Sharon Poulos  
Susan & Bryan Powell  
Sarah & Lee Provow  
Linda & Rick Raschke  
Melinda Reed  
Amy & Tim Rider  
Amy Rochelle  
Lisa & Bill Rowling  
Lisa & Blake Rutland  
Cheryl Sameit  
Kerry & Danny Schnitzlein  
Emily Schultz  
Cricket Schultze & Greta Elmore  
Mark Scully  
Chelvi Selvanayagam & Kenga 	
	 Sivalingam  
Stephanie Shapiro & Paul 
	 Rabstejnek  
Ann & Robert Siegel  
Aron Siegelson  
Poppy & George Skoufis  
Josette & Dwight Smith  
Kay & Tar Smith  
Scott Smith  
William Snoderly  
Michelle Sorensen  
Michaela & Jaime Sotillo  
Angie & Neal Spradlin  
Tori St. Germain  
Nita Stephens  
Rene & Danny Stoll  
Debby Stone  
Luise & Mike Stone  
Elaine & Anthony Stratis  
Colleen Sullivan & Seth Martin  
Dawn & Eric Swalberg  
Connie Swanson  
Lynn Talmadge  
Kathy Tatum  
Cynthia & Borden Taylor  
Anna Thielemann  
Anita & Scott Tiedt  
Emily & Ian Trimble  
Verah Turner  
Mark & Tracy Turpin  
Lisa & Richard Tyran  
Kirby Vanderyt  
Barbara & James Victor  
Judith Vohs  
Carol Walker  
Andrea & Bob Warren  
Lolita Watson  
Ekta & Todd Webster  
Angie & Skip Weiland  
Angela Weiss & Kevin Kirchner  
Carol & Jim Whiteman  
Curry & Kristian Wiles  
Ray Williams  
Lisa & Phil Woody  
Keok Yip
Dave & Linda Zilles  
Weda & John Zoller  
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Honorariums & Memorials
In Memory of:
Dr. Wiliam Meyers by Barbara & 	
	 Gary Eklund
Claire Gibbs by Wieuca Road 	
	 Baptist Church 
Claire Gibbs by Sherry Hart
Claire Gibbs by her friend 
	 Katharine Nuckols & the 
	 Hauser Family Foundation
Elizabeth Lefkovits by Ellen & 	
	 David Herold
Frank & Golfo Baches by 
	 Georgia Vastakis
Dr. Humza Ilyas by Elaine & 
	 Larry Benuck
Jack Breen by Doreen & 
	 Burt Wittenberg
Jacob Armoza by Doreen & 
	 Burt Wittenberg
Julie Klee by Susan & Doug Klee
Julie Klee by Susan & Howard 	
	 Schub
Timothy Massey by Susan & 
	 Howard Schub
Katie Preuss by Linda Preuss
Dr. Kelli Baender by Elaine & 
	 Larry Benuck
Kelly, Braydon & Caleb by Jan & 	
	 Al Pittman
Liam Vilensky by David Wittenberg
Liam Vilensky by Doreen & Burt 	
	 Wittenberg
Luke Renner by Shivi & Prasun 	
	 Ghosh
Mary Cohen by Abby Cohen
Melvin Lange by Barbara & Matt 	
	 Battiato
Merrill Autrey by Werner & Mary 	
	 Ann Kuettner
Michael Gabriel Moir by Lindy & 	
	 Bill Moir
Ronnie Knapp by Susie & Tom 	
	 Williams
Ronnie Knapp by Rose & Mike 	
	 Haber
Shuntae Nicole Klein by Betty & 	
	 Phil Klein
Zachary Chambless by Rica 
	 Matsubara & Ignacio Barquera

Dedicated to Hannah & Jake 
	 Shapiro by Heller An Shapiro

In Honor of:
Abby Johnson by Deborah & 
	 Robert Johnson
Abraham Vigil by Teresa & Susan 	
	 Vigil
Alex Roth by Marianne & Joe Roth
Anna Kostopoulos by Venus & 	
	 Nick Kostopoulos
Benjamin Faber’s 22nd Birthday by 	
	 Michael Faber & Paula Krone
Braeden Vohs by Judith Vohs
Brenna Barber by Veronica & 	
	 Harold Still
Celia Lawton by Susan Folger
Charles Schoen by Vicki & Don 	
	 Starnes

Chris Zimmermann by Marcia & 	
	 John Courson
Clinton Miller by Kim Lott
Dr. David Olansky by Elaine & 	
	 Larry Benuck
Ella Spencer by Robin & Hill 		
	 Kilgore
Frances McBrayer by Angie & Skip 	
	 Weiland
Frances McBrayer by Fran Rissland
Frances, Joseph & Ali McBrayer by 	
	 Kimberly Longshore
Frances, Joseph & Ali McBrayer by 	
	 Janet & John Ballard 
George Little by Chris Cochran
George Little by Robert Stanfield
James Seidl by Maria Kochiras
James Seidl by Debbie & Bill Seidl
James Seidl by Sharon & Bruce 	
	 Taylor
Jeff & Allison Haber & Family	
	  by Martin Haber & 		
	 Wayne Huntsinger
Jeff & Allison Haber for Chanuka 	
	 by Rita Marokko
Jeff, Allison, Sutton, & Quinn 	
	 Haber by Rose & Michael 	
	 Haber 
Erin, Ethan & Cylia Bagen by 
	 Rose & Michael Haber
Jenna & Mary Chandler by Lynda 	
	 McJenkin
Jennings Patterson by Susan & 	
	 Brooks Patterson
Jim Shevlin by Gina & Don Didier
Dr. Jodi Ganz by Elaine & Larry 	
	 Benuck
John Fincher by Rebecca & Bill 	
	 Fincher
Jonathan Kanne by Anne & Robert 	
	 Shoemaker
Judy Smith by Chris Zimmermann
Kessley Hales & family by Jamie 	
	 Rollins
Laura Cooper by Beth & Bruce 	
	 Cooper
Lou Ann Harkleroad by Jane 	
	 Everett
Lucy Cusick & Susan Calhoun by 	
	 Susan & Doug Klee
Marcia Courson by Chris 
	 Zimmermann
Martin Haber & Wayne Huntsinger 	
	 for Chanuka by Rita Marokko
Matthew Dooley by Suzanne & 	
	 Daniel Dooley
Matthew Ladd by Lizabeth 
	 Mahaffey
Maya Taylor by Kollett & Phillip 	
	 Taylor
Mr. & Mrs. Ethan Bagen for 
	 Chanuka by Rita Marokko
Mrs. Teddy Haber for Chanuka by 	
	 Rita Marokko
Nardi Robinson by Arta & Neil 	
	 Robinson
Noelle Ford by Joyce & Ron 	
	 Crowe
Princesses & Butterflies by 
	 Kimberly & Daniel Forester

Rita Marokko by Martin Haber & 	
	 Wayne Huntsinger
Rod Windley by Michael Wooten
Rose & Mike Haber by Martin 	
	 Haber & Wayne Huntsinger
Rose & Michael Haber for 
	 Chanuka by Rita Marokko
Ross Johnson by Diane Johnson
Ryan Benedikt by Jean & Craig 	
	 Benedikt
Saxon Dasher by LouAnn 
	 Harkleroad
Sean LaFave by Deborah & 
	 Stewart LaFave
Sharon & Emma Turner by Edward 	
	 Turner
Susie & Tom Williams by Rita 	
	 Marokko
Susie Williams by Pamela & 
	 Charlie Williams
Thomas Woodbery by Charles 	
	 Woodbery
Thomas Woodbery by Sara 
	 Woodbery
Tom Williams’ Birthday by Anne 	
	 Marie & Michael McBrearity
Tom Williams’ Birthday by Nancy 	
	 & Sandy Simon
Victoria Brown by Anna Miller
Warren Dreger by Kiddo’s 
	 Clubhouse Foundation
William Galli by Ann Nagel
Zoe Feldman by Michele Pearce & 	
	 Matthew Feldman

Contributions were made in 
honor of the following by 
Neonatology Associates:

Cherokee Women’s Health 
	 Specialists – Dr. Litrel & 
	 partners
Childrens’ Anesthesia Services – 	
	 Scottish Rite Dept. of 
	 Anesthesia
Children’s Center for Craniofacial 	
	 Disorders – Dr. Williams
Children’s Center for Digestive 	
	 Health
Childrens’ Diagnostic Imaging – 	
	 Scottish Rite Dept. of Radiology
Children’s Pediatrics Neurology – 	
	 Drs. Philbrook & Keller
Children’s Physicians Group – 	
	 Infectious Diseases
Children’s Physicians Group – 	
	 Nephrology (Dr. Jernigan)
CHOA-Scottish Rite Transport 	
	 Team – ICU Admin, 3rd floor
Complete Womens Healthcare – 	
	 Dr. Kasparek
Cumming Pediatrics
Dawson Pediatrics – Dr. Bulos
Emory Clinic Eye Center – 
	 Dr. Hutchinson
GA Highlands Clinic – Dr. Kalli
Georgia Genetics – 
	 Dr. Krishnamurthy
Georgia Dermatology Center – 	
	 Dr. Gross 

Georgia Pediatric Pulmonary 	
	 Assoc – Dr. Popler
Georgia Retina – Dr. Mukkamala
Georgia Urology Pediatrics
GI Care for Kids – Drs. Lewis & 	
	 Hochman
John’s Creek Pediatrics – 
	 Dr. Dewling
Modern OB/GYN – Drs. Reyes
North Georgia OB/GYN 
	 Specialists – Dr. Falany & 
	 partners
Northpoint OB – Drs. Barrett, 	
	 Lambert, Walsh, & Walker
Northside-Cherokee Hospital 	
	 Medical Staff Office
NSH-F Radiology – Pediatric 
	 Center at Northside – 
	 Dr. Fields
OB/GYN of Atlanta – Dr. Sharon
PANDA Neurology – Dr. Berenson
Peachtree Women’s OB/GYN
Pediatric Ear, Nose & Throat – 
	 Dr. Thomsen
Pediatric Emergency Medicine 	
	 Assoc – Scottish Rite ER
Pediatric Endocrine Assoc –
	  Dr. Stephen Anderson
Pediatric ENT of Atlanta –
	  Dr. Baktha
Pediatric Neurosurgery Associates  	
	 – Drs. Boydston & Reisner
Pediatric Surgery at Scottish Rite 	
	 – Drs. Bleacher & Bussey
Primary Care Pediatrics –
	  Dr. Boudreaux
Roswell OB/GYN – Drs. Hart & 	
	 Eaccarino
Sibley Heart Center Cardiology 
The Center for Perinatal Medicine 	
	 – Dr. Law Walker & partners
The Center for Perinatal Medicine 	
	 – Dr. Hall & partners
Thomas Eye Group – 
	 Dr. Newman
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With Love, 
The Carlos Family

Thank you, Lucy Cusick, 
for your 25 years of 
selfless dedication 

and service to 
FOCUS + Fragile Kids!  

You will be missed!


